Renal involvement in type II diabetes.
The incidence and prevalence of renal failure from type II diabetes have been seriously underestimated in the past. Currently, the incidence of uremia in patients with type II diabetes has increased continuously in Europe and the United States, mainly because of better patient survival (ie, they now live until nephropathy develops) and possibly because of a rising prevalence of type II diabetes in the general population (ie, more patients are at risk of developing nephropathy). Generally, renal hemodynamics and glomerular lesions are similar in type I and type II diabetes, but glomerular histology is more diverse in type II diabetes. Given the high prevalence of diabetes and renal failure from various causes in the elderly, coexistence of the two (even in the absence of glomerulosclerosis) occurs in approximately 20% of uremic type II diabetic patients. The development of nephropathy is controlled by strong genetic determinants, but these have not been further characterized.